
PINE COUNTY 
MINNESOTA 

MINUTES 
PINE COUNTY ZONING BOARD 

August 25, 2022 6:00 p.m. 
North Pine Government Center 
1602 Hwy 23 N Sandstone, MN 

Members Present: Dirk Nelson, Nancy Rys, Patrick Schifferdecker, Susan Grill, Ryan Clark, 
Skip Thomson, Matt Ludwig (ex-officio) 

Members Absent: Les Orvis 
Staff Present: Caleb Anderson, Land & Resources Manager 
Others Present: John Meyer, Theresa Dawson 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Skip Thomson called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion by Shifferdecker to approve the agenda, revised to eliminate the presentation by Reese 
Frederickson with the addition of a Zoning Board discussion of development concerns. Second 
by Nelson. Motion carried, 6-0. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Rys to approve the minutes of the July 28, 2022 meeting with two typographical 
corrections. Second by Shifferdecker. Motion carried, 6-0. 

MEYER VARIANCE REQUEST: 91202 Range Line Rd, Kerrick, PIO: 21.0184.000 
The applicant has requested a variance from Section 3.3.1 of the Pine County Zoning Ordinance to 
construct a seven hundred twenty square foot shed that does not meet the 100' setback from the 
road centerline. 

Anderson walked through the details provided in the staff report. Anderson mentioned that the 
homeowner installed the slab for the building without a permit. The County Zoning Ordinance 
does not require slabs to meet a road or property line setback. 

John Meyer spoke in support of his application, stating that to move the structure back to the 
required setback will require approximately 5' of fill, due to the topography of the land. Grill 
asked whether there were other locations on the property to construct the garage. She stated 
the intent of the ordinance was to keep structures farther back from the road in the Ag District. 

Chair Thomson opened the public hearing at 6:10pm. No one from the public spoke. The public 
hearing was closed at 6:10pm. 

Anderson asked Mr. Meyer whether it would be possible to plant trees or shrubs between the 
storage building and the road. Mr. Meyer said that due to a powerline trees would not be 
possible but shrubs would be. 

In review of the project the Board created the following findings based on MN Statute 394.27. 

1.) The proposed use is allowed in the zoning district the property lies in. 
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2.) The variance is in harmony with the comprehensive plan and the intent of the Pine 
County Zoning Ordinance. 

3.) The variance is consistent with the character of the locality. 
4.) It is not conclusive that a practical difficulty exists on this property, not created by the 

landowner, that prevents them from complying with the ordinance. 
5.) The proposed use is reasonable. 

Motion by Clark to approve the variance to construct a storage building within the 100' 
road centerline setback, as proposed, with the added condition that shrubs be planted 
between the structure and the road right-of-way to better blend the building into the 
property. 

Second by Rys. Motion failed, 3-3, with Schifferdecker, Thomson, and Grill opposing. 

Thomson suggested tabling the proposal until the September meeting to re-discuss with a full 
board. Anderson added that he would look more closely at the site with the applicant in the 
interim to bring back more information at the September meeting 

Motion by Rys to table a decision on the variance. Second by Nelson, 6-0. 

ZONING BOARD DISCUSSION- Development and Ordinance concerns 

Anderson solicited the Zoning Board for any concerns they've observed within the county 
ordinances or any development patterns that they are interested in exploring as a board. 

Clark commented that many new lakeshore owners are unaware of the shoreland regulations 
and that contacting them in some fashion might get improved compliance 

Grill suggested working closer with realtors to convey ordinance requirements. 

Rys shared that several landowners in southern Pine County have been contacted by solar 
developers for the possibility of developing solar farms. Rys questioned whether it makes sense 
to use prime farmland for solar energy production. Anderson added that much of the soil survey 
is now complete in southern Pine County that can help with better land use planning for such 
topics. The group discussed concerns about decommissioning solar panels at the end of their 
useful lif . n ers added that the Pine County Zoning Ordinance provides the County 
aut 1ty to require surety bond for decommissioning the solar energy equipment. 

ng at 6:50p.m. 
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